Greaghrahan NS Staghall, Belturbet, Co. Gavan HL4CH74

Enmil: office @yreaghrahanschoal.ie
www greaghrahanschodl.ie

Returnto School — 31st August 2021

M ease visit the schod website for infor mation videos for pupils and families onthe
latest governnent advice onthe returnto school.

Board of Minage nent
Infection Contrd Masures in place for the Safe Return of pupils and staff:

e Signage relaingto Covid 19in place throughout the schoadl.

e Systens areinplace for childrento keep their own personal itens at their table:
books, copies, pens and pencils, sassors, dues, lunchboxes, drinks battles etc.

e Non-touch waste hins are available in each classroom

e Anisdationareaisavailable for childrento be supervisedin while waiting for
colectionif dsplaying Covid-19 synptons during schod hours.

e Hand sanitising stations are located a al ertry/exit parts, ineach dassroom

e Hand dryers and paper towels are available in dassroons and bat hr oo ns.

e Appropriate school PPEis available.

e The schod has beenthoroughly cleaned in preparation for reopeni ng.

e Increasein cleaner’s hours introduced last year wll continue and the school wil
be cleaned and surfaces disinfected each evening

e Portable perspex screens are available for use by staff where necessary.

e CO2 nonitors provided by the DES will be usedto check air qualityinthe
cl assroons.

Entering and Exiting the School

We would like to remnd you of the fdlowng drop-off and cdlection routines for the safe
delivery and callection of pupils fromschoadl.

Al children shoul d arrive bet ween 8 50 - 900a.m Children should nat be on schod grounds
before 8 50a. m as they are nat insured and it results in congregations of pupils and parents a
the school gate therebyincreasingthe risk of transmi ssion of the virus. For eveni ng callections,
pupils shoul d proceed directlytotheir cars.

e Each dassroom wll enter and exit the school using separate doors and ertry gates.

e Junior and Senior Infants wll enter the school grounds through the gate nearest their
classroomand enter and exit the school by the external door totheir dassroom

e FHrst, Second and Third dass children wil erter the schod grounds through the mdde
gate and enter and exit the school by the front door.


http://www.greaghrahanschool.ie/

Fourth Ffthand Sxthclass wll erter the school yardthrough the gate near the carpark
and enter and exit the school by the back door.

Parents of Junior Infants wll be per mttedto acconpany their childintotheir dassroom
for the first wveek only. Parerts are requiredto wear a nask and naintainsocial
distancing onthese nornings. The school day wll finisha 12 noon for the first week
for Junior Infants and 1 30p mt hereafter.

We wshtoensurethat thereis no congregation of adults or pupils a the school gates.
Parents/ Quardians/ Carers wll be askedto socially distance a the schod gate andtoleave
pronptly once they have ensured that their childis safel y dropped off cdlected

The end of the schod day wll be as fdlows:

Junior Room— 1 30pm

M ddle Room—230pm

Senior Room—235pm

Accessi ng the School

Access tothe school wll continue to be restricced Nbo aduts, other than staff ne mbers,
are per mtted beyond the school gate, wthout prior arrange ment. A Contact Tracing
Log Record wil be kept for anybody erntering the schodl pre mses.

There wll be no admttance for parents/guardans beyond the schod gate at any ti e
without prior arrange nent.

Early Ack Up

If a child has to be cdlected duringthe course of the schod day, please naifythe school
inadvance by telephone. On reaching the schoadl, ringthe bell but pease remain outside
the door and the child wll be brought to you The date and ti ne of pick-upwill be

recor ded by staff.

Forgotten Ite ns

Parents/guardians who are droppi ng off forgattenitens i.e school bags, lunches into
schodl duringthe day must phone beforehandto arrange drop off. Abox wll be placed
outside the front door for this purpose. Rngthe dass bell on arrival to aert the teacher
andthe itemwll be cdlected a the earliest opportunity.

Co mmuni cati ng wth Staff

We ask that parents please don’t approach staff tospeak wththe mface toface but
instead contact the mby phone or viathe school email office @reaghrahanschod.ie
Where possible, please make contact whenthe secretaryis available each norning
(except Védnesday) from 9a. m to 12p. m Qutside of these ti nes, if you leave a phone
message or enail, staff wll get backto you as soon as possible.

In order to decrease physical interaction teachers will communicate wth parents onthe
phone where possibd e rather thaninface toface nmeetings. Wiere necessary, neetings




withteachers wll be by appoint nent only and wll be facilitaedina way that observes
social distancing requirements.

Seating and Socid Dstanci ng

Seating arrange nents for the children wil continue as during the past school year. The
childrenina dassroomand their teacher wll for ma dass bubble. Chil dren fromone
classroom will not nmix with children fromancother dassroomfromtheir arrival a schod in
the norning urtil they go hone at the end of the school day.

ChildreninJunior Infants to Second dass

e ({asses wll be groupedinto pods (small groups of 4or 5 andthere wll be at least 1
metre dstance bet ween each pod.

Childrenin Thirdto Sxh dass

e Childrenin3dto6h QGass wll also beinpods of 3 or 4 wth 1 netre distance bet ween
each person and at least 1 netre bet ween pods.

e Inall dassesthe children wll be instructedtostay intheir indoor pods whileinthe
classroomand nat to engage wth a her pods.

Break Ti nmes

e The children can play wth ather children fromtheir own classroomthat aren’t intheir
pod at lbreak ti nes when outside onthe yard but they cannot mix wth children from
other dassroons. Because we have las of outdoor space, breakti nes wll not be
staggered Instead each classroom will enter and exit the yardthrough different doors and
they wll be assigned separate play areas. The yard wil be supervised by two ne nbers of
staff to ensure chil dren remai ninthese designated areas.

e Unlessthe weather is very bad the children wil be going outside for break ti nes. Itis
i mportant they spendti neinthe fresh air and it allows the roons to be fuly ventilated
The children wil also partidpateina daily walk Itisinportart that children dress
appropriatel y for the weather wth a hooded coat/rai ncoat, hat etc.

e On very wet days, ifthe children needto stayindoors a breakti ne, each child will
remainintheir pod wthintheir dassroom

e Each dassroom wll have access to separate sets of equiprent at break tines.

Personal Equi pnent

e Al children nust have their own equi prent-pencils, rubbers etc. Pencil cases rnust
renmaininschool toavoid cross contamnation

e Children’s personal bel ongings shoul d be clearly marked wththe child’s nane.

e Please ensure that your child can nanage their own lunch box, drink’s battle, coat and
shoes. If your child cannat tie his or her own laces, pease provide velcro or buck e shoes.
We woul d also askthat chil dren are as conpetent as possi bl e inindependently putting on
and taki ng off their coats.



e Children are not per mtted to bring toys or any sports equi pnent to school duringthe
present restricions.

Uni for ns

Children are requiredtowear their unifor mevery day.

If a unifor misto be worn on consecutive days, it shoul d be changed on arriving hone
fromschooal.

Regular washing of unifor mshoul dtake place especialyifitis visidysailed

Navy tracksuits nay be worn on alternate days or when necessary.

Specid Education

In keeping wth our Special Education pdicy, learning support wll be provided by a dended
approach of in-class support and wthdrawal of children fromclass.

Where a support teacher is wor ki ng al ongsi de a class teacher ina classroom bath
teachers nust be mindful of naintainingsocia dstance fromone anat her.

Where children recei ve support inthe Special Education Teacher’s room social
distancing of 1 netre wll be naintained bet ween each childinthe group.

The tables and chairs inthe SET room wll be wped clean and disinfected in bet ween
groups atend ng

Ho e work

There wil be no hormework given onthe first week back to school. Thereafter your child wil
be assigned honework on Mondays to be conpl eted and returned on Fiday.

Shared Equi prent

Lunch

Concrete learning naterials/toys wil be considered as possile sources of infection
Onl y those schoal toys and resources which can be cleaned wil be used

Where possible childrenwill be giventheir own sets of concrete learning materials
during the learning of a concept or skill.

If chil dren need to share resources/toys they wil only be per mttedto share them wth
children wthintheir own pod

Al dassroomequiprent and resources wll be quarantined or sanitised before they
are used by children from a different pod

At equiprent wil be individual where possible but if nat, only shared by children
withina pod

iPads wll be wped down before and after use.

Children wil be encouraged to choose alibrary book to have intheir personal storage
container. When they finish a book, it wll be left for 72 hours before bei ng used by
anat her child

e Children shoul d have their lunchina pastic box that is easily washed Dsposable
packagingis aso acceptabl e.

e Lunches shoul d be prepared sothat younger chil dren can nanage their packagi ng and
food independentlyie fruit shoul d be pre-cut, nanageable yogurt contai ners ec.



e Sharing of lunches is nat per mtted
Handwash ng and sanitiser

The schod wll be fdlowi ng HSE gui delines regardi ng regular handwashing and the use of
sanitiser. V¢ wll be encouragingthe childrentopractise good hand hygi ene.

There wll be hand sanitiser dspensers available inthe fdlow ng | ocations:
e FEach entry/exit paint inthe school
e Ineachdassroom

Children will be askedto wash or sanitise their hands a regular intervals throughout the day.

upon entrytothe classroom
before eating
comnginfromplaying outside
fdlow ng sneezing, coughing etc.

deaning

Inline wth public health advi ce, enhanced cleaning reg nes wll cortinue inthe schodl.
Tables, chairs and frequentlytouched areas wll be ceaned regul arly.

Ve ntil ation

The DES has outlined an approachto be usedinschoolsto naxi mse vertilaion Wndows
and doors wll be fuly open during break ti nes and wndows wll be partiall y open whenthe
roomisinuse The DES has funded the provision of CO2 nonitors to check the air qualityin
the dassroons. Further infor mation on vertilation inschools can be found at the fdlow ng
link htt ps:// www gov.ie/ e/ publi cati o/ ad236- gui dance- on- vertilati on-i n-school s/

Mas ks/ Face Qoverings

Public health advises that pri mary schoal childrenare nat requiredto wear masks or face
coverings. They may be provided wth a nask if they are presenting wth any Covid-19
relaed synptons. Inthisinstance, he or she nay be askedto wear a nask if ina comnon
area wth ather people or while exiting the pre mses.

If as a parent/guardian you are nore at ease wthyour child wearing a face nask then we are
happy for your childto do so. However, if the child chooses tore move the face covering, it
w ll na be the responsibility of the teacher toinsist that it be repl aced

Schoal staff will continue to wear face coverings/visors whenthey are unable to naintaina
2mdistance fromat her adults or students.

We wll continue to keep upto date wth Public Health Advice and we wll change our plans
and practices as needed We wll keep you infor med of any changes.


https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ventilation-in-schools/

Chil dren who shou d not attend schoal
If your childisin one of the fdlowng categories, they should nat atend schoal if they —

e have atenperature of 38 degrees Celsius or nore.

e have any ather comnon synptons of Covid 19 —a newcough, loss or changed sense
of taste or snell, shortness of breath or an existing breat hing condition that has
recently becone worse.

e have beenindose contact wth a person who has tested positive for Covid 19.

e have beenliving wth soneone whois unwell and nay have Covid 19

e have darrhoea

e have returned fromanather countryinthe last 14 days. For the latest advi ce visit
htt ps:// www citi zensi nformationie/en/travel _and recreation/travel to ireland/

Synptons of Gwvid19

S aff or pupils should nat atend schod if dsplaying any synptons of Covid-19. The advice
toschodsisthat no one, adult or chil d shoul d attend schodl if they are showi ng signs of any
synptons which mght be associated wththe virus.

Comnon synptons of coronavirus incl ude:
e afever-hightenperaure - 38 degrees Celsius or above
e acough-ths can be any kind of cough, nat just dry
e shortness of breath or breathing dfficuties
e |oss or change to your sense of s nell or taste —this neans you ve naticed you
cannot snell or taste anything or things snell or taste dfferent to nor nal
e Fatigue
e Aches and pains

Q her uncomnon synpt ons i ncl ude:
e Sorethroat
e Headaches
e Runny or stuffy nose
e Feelingsick or vomting

Infection wththe virus that causes COM D 19 can cause illness, ranging from mldto severe.
It cantake upto 14 days for synptons toshow They can be si mlar tosymptons of cdd and
flu If you have any synptons of COM D 19, self-isdate (stay in your room) and phone your
fanmly doctor straight away to see if you need a free COM D 19 test. Getting an early
diagnosis neans, you can get the hel p you need and take steps to avoi d spreading the virus, if
you have it. For the conplete list of synptons, pease refer tothe HSE website a the
fdlowng link https:// www2. hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/sy npt ons. ht nh.

Synptons nay be sulyject to change soregular reviewof the HSE website is advised If you
do nat have synptons, you can get afree COM D-19test a a COM D 19 wal k-intest centre.

Isd aion quick gu de for parerts and guardians of children d der than 3mont hs and upto
13 years of ageis a useful upto date resource to hel p gui de parents onthe decisiontotake in
different situations. It isavailable here.


https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/travel_and_recreation/travel_to_ireland/
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/fever-in-adults.html
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/cough.html
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/shortness-of-breath.html
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/lost-or-changed-sense-of-smell.html
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/symptoms.html
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/factsheetsandresources/Isolation%20quick%20guide%20under%2013s.pdf

Chil dren who becone unwell while at school

If a pupil dsplays synptons of Covid-19the fdlow ng arethe procedures to be
inplenented as per the Depart nent’s publication ‘ Dealing wth a Suspected Case of Covi d-
19 Qovid 19 response plan for safe reopeni ng of pri nary schoals.’

htt ps:// www gov. i€/ er/ publi cati or/ 59843- deali ng-wi t h-a-suspect ed- case- of-covi d- 19

e The childshoul d be cdlected fromthe schod (Hease nake sure you are contactable
throughout the day and that the additional contact numbers suppliedto the schoal
are upto date. Hease have arrange nents nade sothat your childcan be cdlected
pronptly fromthe schoal if they are dsd ayi ng sy npto ns)

e The child wll be acconpaniedtothe designatedisol ation area by a ne nber of staff. The
staff nenber wll remain a least 2 netres away fromthe synpt onatic child and wll aso
make sure that athers nairtaina distance of a least 2 netres fromthe synyptonatic child
a dl ti nes.

e A nmask wll be provided for the person presentingwith synptons. H or she should wear
the mask ifinacomnon area wth ather people or while exiting the pre mises.

e The schod will facilitate the child presenting wthsynptons toremaininisol ation urtil
they can be cdlected Parents/guardians wll be advisedtoinfor mtheir G° by phone of
their child’s synpt ons.

e The child presenting wth synptons wll be provided wth disposabl e tissues and wil be
advisedto cover their mouth and nose whenthey cough or sneeze andto put the tissue in
the waste bag provided The pupil shoul d avoi dtouchi ng people, surfaces and ol ects.

e Arrangemnents wll be nade for appropriate deaning of the isd ation area and work areas
inval ved once the synptomatic child has left the schod pre mses.

o |If astaff nember dsplays synptons of Covid 19 they wil leave the school as per
gui deli nes.

If your childis adose contact of Govid 19inschool

If your child has beeninclose contact wth soneone else who has COM D19 inschod o
childcare, you wll be contactedto bring your child hore. The school wll not share the nane
of the person who tested positive for COM D 19.

The HSE contact tracing team wll arrange COM D- 19 testing for your child and contact you
withthe details. Do nat ring your G°, unless your child devel ops synptons. The risk of your
child becomnginfectedwith COM D 19 fromthis d ose contact islow Evenif your child
does becone infected wth the virus, nost children don’t get any synptons. Ifthey do get
synptons, they usually have a very mldillness.

Pl ease see further HSE advice on what to doif your childis a dose contact a schoodl at the
fdlowng link https:// www2. hse.ie/ cond tions/ covi d19 contact-traci ng/chil dis-ad ose-
contact-schoal/

Thank you for your ongoing cooperati on i n supportingthe infection control neasures to keep
our school commnunity safe.

Paudge Tobin Anna Marie Mguire
Chairperson of the Board of Munage nent Rrinci pal


https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/59843-dealing-with-a-suspected-case-of-covid-19/
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/contact-tracing/child-is-a-close-contact-school/
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/contact-tracing/child-is-a-close-contact-school/




