
 

Greaghrahan NS,  Staghall,  Belturbet,  Co. Cavan.  H14CH74 
Email: office @greaghrahanschool.ie 

www. greaghrahanschool.ie 

Ret urn to School – 31st August 2021 

Pl ease visit the school website for i nfor mati on vi deos for pupils and fami lies on the 

latest government advi ce on t he ret urn to school. 

Board of Manage ment  

Infecti on Control Measures i n place for t he Safe Ret urn of pupils and staff: 

 Si gnage relati ng t o Covid 19 i n place t hroughout the school. 

 Syst e ms are i n place for chil dren t o keep t heir own personal items at their tabl e: 

books, copi es, pens and pencils, scissors, gl ues, lunchboxes, dri nks bottles et c.  

 Non-t ouch wast e bi ns are availabl e i n each classroo m.  

 An isol ation area is availabl e for chil dren t o be supervised i n while waiti ng for 

collection if displ ayi ng Covi d-19 sympt oms duri ng school hours.   

 Hand sanitisi ng stati ons are l ocat ed at all entry/ exit poi nts, in each classroom.   

 Hand dryers and paper t owel s are availabl e i n classrooms and bat hrooms.  

 Appr opriate school PPE is availabl e.  

 The school has been t horoughl y cleaned i n preparati on for reopeni ng.  

 Increase in cleaner’s hours i ntroduced last year wi ll conti nue and t he school will 

be cleaned and surfaces disinfect ed each eveni ng.  

 Port able perspex screens are availabl e for use by staff where necessary.  

 CO2 monit ors provi ded by t he DES will be used to check air qualit y i n t he 

cl assrooms.  

Ent eri ng and Exiti ng the School  

We woul d li ke to re mi nd you of t he foll owi ng drop-off and collecti on routi nes for t he safe 

deli very and collection of pupils from school.   

Al l chil dren shoul d arri ve bet ween 8. 50 - 9. 00a.m.  Chil dren shoul d not be on school grounds 

before 8. 50a. m. as t hey are not insured and it results in congregati ons of pupils and parents at 

the school gat e, thereby increasi ng t he risk of transmi ssi on of t he virus. For eveni ng collecti ons, 

pupils shoul d proceed directl y t o t heir cars. 

 

 Each classroom will ent er and exit the school usi ng separat e doors and entry gat es.  

 Juni or and Seni or Infants will ent er t he school gr ounds t hrough t he gat e nearest their 

cl assroom and enter and exit the school by t he external door t o t heir classroo m.  

 Fi rst, Second and Thi rd class chil dren will ent er the school grounds through t he mi ddl e 

gat e and ent er and exit the school by t he front door. 

http://www.greaghrahanschool.ie/


 

 Fourt h, Fifth and Si xt h cl ass will ent er t he school yard t hrough t he gat e near t he carpark 

and enter and exit the school by t he back door. 

 Parents of Juni or Infants will be per mitted t o acco mpany t heir chil d i nt o their classroom 

for the first week onl y. Parents are required t o wear a mask and mai nt ai n soci al 

di stanci ng on t hese mor nings. The school day will finish at 12 noon for the first week 

for Juni or Infants and 1. 30p m t hereafter. 

 We wi sh t o ensure t hat there is no congregati on of adults or pupils at the school gat es. 

Parents/ Guardians/ Carers will be asked t o soci ally di stance at the school gate and t o leave 

pr omptl y once t hey have ensured t hat t heir chil d is safel y dropped off collected.  

 The end of t he school day will be as foll ows:  
Juni or Roo m – 1. 30pm 

Mi ddl e Roo m – 2. 30p m 

Seni or Roo m – 2. 35pm 

Accessi ng the School  

 Access t o t he school will conti nue t o be restricted. No adults, ot her than staff me mbers, 

are per mi tted beyond the school gate, wit hout pri or arrange ment. A Cont act Traci ng 

Log Record will be kept for anybody ent eri ng t he school pre mi ses.   

 There will be no admittance for parents/ guardi ans beyond t he school gat e at any ti me 

wi t hout pri or arrange ment. 

Earl y Pi ck- Up 

 If a chil d has t o be collected duri ng t he course of the school day, please notify t he school 

in advance by telephone. On reachi ng t he school, ring t he bell but please remai n outsi de 

the door and t he chil d wi ll be brought t o you. The dat e and ti me of pick-up wi ll be 

recorded by staff.  

Forgotten Ite ms  

 Parents/ guardi ans who are droppi ng off forgotten items i.e. school bags, lunches int o 

school duri ng t he day must phone beforehand t o arrange drop off. A box will be placed 

outsi de t he front door for this purpose. Ri ng t he class bell on arri val t o alert the teacher 

and t he item will be collect ed at the earliest opportunit y.  

Co mmuni cati ng wit h Staff 

 We ask t hat parents please don’t approach staff to speak wit h the m face t o face but 

instead cont act t he m by phone or via t he school email office @greaghrahanschool.ie 

Where possi bl e, please make cont act when t he secretary is availabl e each mor ni ng 

(except Wednesday) from 9a. m. t o 12p. m. Outsi de of t hese ti mes, if you leave a phone 

message or e mail, staff will get back t o you as soon as possi bl e. 

 In order t o decrease physical interacti on, teachers wi ll communi cat e wit h parent s on t he 

phone where possi bl e rather t han i n face to face meeti ngs. Where necessary, meeti ngs 



 

wit h teachers will be by appoi nt ment onl y and wi ll be facilitated i n a way that observes 

soci al distanci ng requirement s.  

Seati ng and Soci al Distanci ng  

Seati ng arrange ments for the chil dren will conti nue as duri ng t he past school year. The 

chil dren i n a classroom and t heir teacher will for m a class bubbl e. Chil dren from one 

cl assroom will not mi x with chil dren from anot her classroom from t heir arrival at school i n 

the mor ni ng until they go home at the end of t he school day.  

Chil dren i n Juni or Infants t o Second cl ass 

 Cl asses will be grouped int o pods (s mall groups of 4 or 5) and t here will be at least 1 

met re distance bet ween each pod.   

Chil dren i n Third to Si xth cl ass 

 Chil dren i n 3r d to 6t h Cl ass will also be in pods of 3 or 4 wit h 1 metre distance bet ween 

each person and at least 1 metre bet ween pods.  

 In all classes t he chil dren will be i nstruct ed t o stay in t heir indoor pods while i n t he 

cl assroom and not t o engage wit h ot her pods.  

Break Ti mes 

 The chil dren can pl ay with ot her chil dren from t heir own cl assroom t hat aren’t in t heir 

pod at break ti mes when outsi de on t he yard, but they cannot mi x wit h children from 

ot her classrooms. Because we have l ots of out door space, break ti mes will not be 

staggered. Instead each classroom will ent er and exit the yard t hrough different doors and 

they will be assi gned separate play areas. The yard will be supervised by two me mbers of 

staff to ensure chil dren remai n i n t hese desi gnated areas.  

 Unl ess t he weat her is very bad, t he chil dren will be goi ng outsi de for break ti mes. It is 

i mportant t hey spend ti me i n t he fresh air and it allows t he rooms t o be fully ventilated. 

The chil dren will also partici pat e i n a dail y wal k. It is i mport ant that chil dren dress 

appr opriatel y for t he weather wit h a hooded coat/rai ncoat, hat etc.  

 On very wet days, if the chil dren need t o stay i ndoors at break ti me, each chil d will 

re mai n in t heir pod wit hin t heir classroom.  

 Each classroom will have access t o separate sets of equi pment at break times.  

Personal Equi pment  

 All chil dren must have t heir own equi pment-pencils, rubbers etc. Pencil cases must 

re mai n in school t o avoi d cross cont a mi nati on.  

 Chil dren’s personal bel ongi ngs shoul d be clearl y mar ked wit h the chil d’s na me.   

 Pl ease ensure t hat your chil d can manage t heir own l unch box, dri nk’s bottle, coat and 

shoes. If your chil d cannot tie his or her own laces, please provi de vel cro or buckl e shoes. 

We woul d also ask t hat chil dren are as compet ent as possi bl e i n i ndependentl y putti ng on 

and taki ng off t heir coats.   



 

 Chil dren are not per mitted t o bri ng t oys or any sports equi pment t o school duri ng t he 

present restricti ons.  

 

Uni for ms  

 Chil dren are required t o wear t heir unifor m every day.  

 If a unifor m is t o be worn on consecuti ve days, it shoul d be changed on arrivi ng home 

from school. 

 Regul ar washi ng of unifor m shoul d take pl ace especi all y if it is visi bl y soiled.  

 Navy tracksuits may be wor n on alternat e days or when necessary.  

 

Speci al Educati on 

 

In keepi ng wit h our Special Educati on policy, learni ng support will be provided by a bl ended 

appr oach of i n-class support and wit hdrawal of children from cl ass.  

 Where a support teacher is wor ki ng al ongsi de a class teacher i n a classroom,  bot h 

teachers must be mi ndful of mai nt ai ni ng soci al distance from one anot her.  

 Where chil dren recei ve support in t he Speci al Educati on Teacher’s room, soci al 

di stanci ng of 1 metre will be mai nt ai ned bet ween each chil d i n t he group.  

 The tabl es and chairs i n the SET room will be wi ped clean and disi nfect ed in bet ween 

gr oups attendi ng.  

 

Ho me work 

 

There will be no home wor k gi ven on t he first week back t o school. Thereafter your chil d will 

be assi gned home wor k on Mondays t o be co mpl eted and ret urned on Fri day.  

Shared Equi pment  

 Concret e learni ng mat erials/t oys will be consi dered as possi bl e sources of infecti on. 

Onl y t hose school t oys and resources whi ch can be cleaned will be used.  

 Where possi bl e, chil dren wi ll be gi ven t heir own sets of concret e learni ng mat erials 

duri ng t he learni ng of a concept or skill.  

 If chil dren need t o share resources/t oys they will onl y be per mitted t o share t he m wit h 

chil dren wit hi n their own pod.  

 All classroom equi pment  and resources will be quaranti ned or sanitised before t hey 

are used by chil dren from a different pod.   

 Art equi pment will be i ndi vi dual where possi bl e, but if not, onl y shared by chil dren 

wi t hi n a pod.  

 i Pads will be wi ped down before and after use.  

 Chil dren will be encouraged t o choose a li brary book t o have i n t heir personal st orage 

cont ai ner. When t hey fi nish a book, it will be left for 72 hours before bei ng used by 

anot her chil d.  

 

Lunch  

 Chil dren shoul d have t heir lunch i n a pl astic box that is easily washed. Disposabl e 

packagi ng is also accept abl e.  

 Lunches shoul d be prepared so that younger chil dren can manage t heir packagi ng and 

food i ndependentl y ie. fruit shoul d be pre-cut, manageabl e yogurt cont ai ners etc.  



 

 Shari ng of l unches is not per mitted.  

Handwas hi ng and sanitiser 

The school will be followi ng HSE gui deli nes regardi ng regul ar handwashing and t he use of 

sanitiser. We will be encouragi ng t he chil dren t o practise good hand hygi ene.  

There will be hand sanitiser dispensers availabl e in t he foll owi ng l ocati ons: 

 Each entry/ exit poi nt in the school  

 In each classroom 

 

Chil dren will be asked t o wash or sanitise t heir hands at regul ar i ntervals t hroughout t he day.  

 

 upon entry to t he classroo m  

 before eati ng 

 comi ng i n from pl ayi ng outsi de 

 foll owi ng sneezi ng, coughi ng etc. 

Cl eani ng 

In li ne wit h public healt h advi ce, enhanced cleaning regi mes will conti nue in t he school. 

Tabl es, chairs and frequentl y t ouched areas will be cleaned regul arl y.  

Ventil ati on 

The DES has outli ned an approach t o be used i n schools t o maxi mi se ventilati on. Wi ndows 

and doors will be fully open duri ng break ti mes and wi ndows will be partiall y open when t he 

room is i n use. The DES has funded t he provisi on of CO2 monit ors t o check t he air qualit y i n 

the classrooms. Furt her inf or mati on on ventilati on in schools can be found at t he foll owi ng 

link htt ps:// www. gov.ie/en/ publicati on/ad236- gui dance-on-ventilati on-i n-schools/  

Mas ks/ Face Coveri ngs 

Public healt h advises t hat pri mar y school chil dren are not required t o wear masks or face 

coveri ngs. They may be pr ovi ded wit h a mask if they are presenti ng wit h any Covi d-19 

related sympt oms. In t his instance, he or she may be asked t o wear a mask if in a common 

area wit h ot her peopl e or while exiti ng t he pre mi ses.  

If as a parent/ guardi an, you are more at ease wit h your chil d weari ng a face mask, t hen we are 

happy for your chil d t o do so. However, if the child chooses t o re move t he face coveri ng, it 

wi ll not be the responsi bility of t he teacher t o i nsist that it be repl aced.  

School staff will conti nue t o wear face coveri ngs/visors when t hey are unabl e t o mai nt ai n a 

2 m distance from ot her adults or st udents.  

We will conti nue t o keep up t o dat e wit h Public Healt h Advi ce and we will change our pl ans 

and practices as needed. We will keep you i nfor med of any changes.  

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ventilation-in-schools/


 

Chil dren who shoul d not attend school  

If your chil d is in one of the foll owi ng cat egori es, they shoul d not attend school if they –  

 have a te mperat ure of 38 degrees Celsi us or more.  

 have any ot her common sympt oms of Covi d 19 – a ne w cough, l oss or changed sense 

of taste or s mell, short ness of breat h or an existi ng breat hi ng conditi on t hat has 

recentl y become worse.  

 have been i n cl ose cont act wit h a person who has tested positi ve for Covi d 19.  

 have been li vi ng wit h someone who is unwell and may have Covi d 19.  

 have di arrhoea.  

 have ret urned from anot her country in t he last 14 days. For t he latest advi ce vi sit 

htt ps:// www. citizensi nformati on.ie/en/travel _and_recreati on/travel _t o_ireland/  

Sy mpt o ms of Covi d-19 

St aff or pupils shoul d not attend school if displ aying any sympt oms of Covid-19. The advi ce 

to schools is that no one,  adult or chil d shoul d attend school if they are showi ng si gns of any 

sympt oms whi ch mi ght be associ ated wit h the virus.  

Co mmon sympt oms of cor onavirus i ncl ude: 

 a fever-hi gh te mperat ure - 38 degrees Celsi us or above 

 a cough - t his can be any ki nd of cough, not j ust dry 

 short ness of breat h or breat hi ng difficulties 

 loss or change to your sense of s mell or taste – thi s means you' ve noticed you 

cannot s mell or taste anythi ng, or t hi ngs s mell or taste different t o nor mal  

 Fati gue 

 Aches and pai ns 

 

Ot her uncommon sympt oms i ncl ude:  

 Sore t hroat 

 Headaches 

 Runny or st uffy nose 

 Feeli ng sick or vomiti ng 

 

Infecti on wit h the virus that causes COVI D- 19 can cause illness, rangi ng from mil d to severe. 

It can take up t o 14 days for sympt oms t o show. They can be si milar t o sympt oms of col d and 

flu. If you have any sympt oms of COVI D- 19, self-isol ate (stay i n your room) and phone your 

fa mil y doct or strai ght away t o see if you need a free COVI D- 19 test. Getting an earl y 

di agnosis means, you can get the hel p you need and take steps t o avoi d spreadi ng t he virus, if 

you have it. For t he compl ete list of sympt oms, please refer t o t he HSE website at the 

foll owi ng li nk htt ps:// www2. hse.ie/conditi ons/ coronavirus/sympt oms. ht ml. 

Sy mpt oms may be subj ect t o change so regul ar revi ew of t he HSE website is advised. If you 

do not have sympt oms, you can get a free COVI D-19 test at a COVI D- 19 wal k-i n test centre. 

 

Isol ati on qui ck gui de for parents and guardi ans of chil dren ol der t han 3 mont hs and up t o 

13 years of age is a useful up t o dat e resource t o hel p gui de parents on t he decisi on t o take in 

different sit uati ons. It is availabl e here. 

https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/travel_and_recreation/travel_to_ireland/
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/fever-in-adults.html
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/cough.html
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/shortness-of-breath.html
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/lost-or-changed-sense-of-smell.html
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/symptoms.html
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/factsheetsandresources/Isolation%20quick%20guide%20under%2013s.pdf


 

Chil dren who beco me unwell whil e at school  

If a pupil displ ays sympt o ms of Covi d-19 t he followi ng are t he procedures to be 

i mpl e ment ed, as per t he Depart ment’s publicati on ‘ Deali ng wit h a Suspected Case of Covi d-

19: Covi d-19 response plan for safe reopeni ng of pri mar y schools.’  

htt ps:// www. gov.ie/en/ publicati on/ 59843- deali ng-wi t h-a-suspect ed-case-of-covi d-19/ 

 The chil d shoul d be collect ed from t he school ( Pl ease make sure you are cont actabl e 

throughout the day and that the additi onal contact numbers supplied to t he school 

are up to date. Please have arrange ments made so that your chil d can be collected 

pro mptl y fro m t he school if they are displ ayi ng sympt o ms)  

 The chil d will be accompani ed t o t he desi gnated isol ati on area by a me mber of staff. The 

staff me mber will remai n at least 2 metres away fro m t he sympt omati c child and will also 

make sure t hat ot hers maintai n a distance of at least 2 metres from t he sympt omatic chil d 

at all ti mes.  

 A mask will be provi ded for t he person presenti ng wi t h sympt oms. He or she shoul d wear 

the mask if in a common area wit h ot her peopl e or while exiti ng t he pre mi ses.  

 The school will facilitate the chil d presenti ng wit h sympt oms t o re mai n in isol ati on, unt il 

they can be collected. Parents/ guardi ans will be advised t o i nfor m t heir GP by phone of 

their chil d’s sympt oms.  

 The chil d presenti ng with sympt oms will be provided wit h disposabl e tissues and will be 

advised t o cover t heir mout h and nose when t hey cough or sneeze and t o put the tissue i n 

the wast e bag provi ded. The pupil shoul d avoi d touchi ng peopl e, surfaces and obj ects.  

 Arrange ments will be made for appropriate cleaning of t he isol ation area and wor k areas 

invol ved once t he sympt o matic chil d has left the school pre mi ses.  

 If a staff me mber displ ays sympt oms of Covi d 19,  they will leave t he school as per 

gui deli nes.  

If your chil d is a cl ose cont act of Covi d 19 i n school  

If your chil d has been i n cl ose cont act wit h someone else who has COVI D- 19 i n school or 

chil dcare, you will be cont act ed t o bri ng your child home.  The school will not share t he na me 

of t he person who tested positi ve for COVI D- 19.  

The HSE cont act traci ng tea m will arrange COVI D- 19 testi ng for your child and cont act you 

wi t h t he det ails. Do not ring your GP, unless your chil d devel ops sympt oms. The risk of your 

chil d becomi ng i nfect ed wi t h COVI D- 19 from t his cl ose cont act is low. Even if your chil d 

does become i nfect ed with t he virus, most chil dren don’t get any sympt oms.  If they do get 

sympt oms, t hey usuall y have a very mil d illness.  

Pl ease see furt her HSE advi ce on what t o do if your chil d is a cl ose cont act at school at the 

foll owi ng li nk: htt ps:// www2. hse.ie/conditi ons/ covi d19/ cont act-traci ng/chil d-is-a-cl ose-

cont act-school/  

 

Thank you for your ongoing cooperati on i n supporting t he infecti on control measures t o keep 

our school communit y safe. 

 

Paudge Tobi n                                                                                       Anna Mari e Maguire 

Chairperson of t he Board of Manage ment                                           Pri nci pal  

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/59843-dealing-with-a-suspected-case-of-covid-19/
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/contact-tracing/child-is-a-close-contact-school/
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/contact-tracing/child-is-a-close-contact-school/


 

  

 

  

 


